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Out at Sheppard’s mission is to increase visibility of and support 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer attorneys and 
other professionals in keeping with Sheppard Mullin’s overall 
commitment to diversity. The group assists in finding, hiring 
and retaining the best and brightest LGBTQ attorneys and 
encouraging them as they move into leadership roles at the firm. 
Out at Sheppard facilitates participation in law student outreach 
programs, actively participates in the Summer Associate 
program, and provides informal opportunities for mentorship, 
collaboration and camaraderie for attorneys in all stages of their 
careers.  The group also serves as a resource for professional 
and business development, and as a communication link to the 
firm’s leadership.

By contributing to the open and affirming culture at Sheppard 
Mullin, we aim to positively impact not only our own and our clients’ 
workplaces, but also the larger communities in which we practice. 
We are committed to seeking out, encouraging and supporting 
meaningful pro bono work, community activism and volunteer 
opportunities to protect the rights and improve the lives of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer individuals and their loved 
ones. For more information on Out at Sheppard, please contact our  
co-chairs Daniel McQueen (dmcqueen@sheppardmullin.com), 
Candace Matson (cmatson@sheppardmullin.com), or Rob Guite 
(rguite@sheppardmullin.com). 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Sheppard Mullin has a strong tradition of supporting the LGBTQ 
community through pro bono work and charitable giving. The firm 
is proud to be a national sponsor of Lambda Legal and GLAAD.  
One of our LGBTQ partners sits on the  Advisory Council of the 
Williams Institute, an LGBT research facility and think-tank at 
UCLA School of Law. In addition, Sheppard Mullin sponsors 
LGBTQ-related events and provides financial support to various 
LGBTQ community organizations.

Because of Sheppard Mullin’s dedication to LGBTQ issues,  
GLAAD appointed Sheppard Mullin as its principal outside legal 
counsel from a competitive field. Pro bono matters for GLAAD 
have included event, venue, and vendor agreements for the 
GLAAD Media Awards, tax-related advice, employment contracts, 
and leasing projects. Sheppard Mullin attorneys and clients make 

it a point to attend the GLAAD Media Awards in New York and  
Los Angeles every year.

Pro bono matters with Lambda Legal have included assistance 
with an amicus brief opposing a challenge to an amendment to 
the California Education Code broadening the definition of gender 
to include sexual identity. Each year, Sheppard Mullin attorneys 
and clients attend Lambda events including the Lambda Legal 
Liberty Awards National Dinner in New York City.

Other pro bono efforts supporting the LGBTQ community:

•  Sheppard Mullin also serves as pro bono counsel to AID for 
AIDS.

•  LGBTQ Asylum.  Sheppard Mullin attorneys frequently 
represent LGBTQ and HIV-positive clients from around the 
world who were forced to flee their homelands because of 
severe discrimination and persecution, and are seeking refuge, 
freedom, and asylum in the United States.   Sheppard Mullin is 
proud to represent these clients in partnership with Immigration 
Equality, Human Rights First, Casa Cornelia and many other 
human rights organizations that work to protect the worldwide 
LGBTQ community. 

•  As pro bono counsel for the San Francisco Pride Parade, 
Sheppard Mullin handles important legal work and was also a 
2017 parade sponsor. Our San Francisco office coordinated the 
enthusiastic participation by Sheppard Mullin attorneys, staff, 
family members, friends and clients who marched “loud and 
proud” in the annual parade.

Sheppard Mullin attorneys hold leadership roles in many LGBTQ 
organizations, including:

• Lambda Legal

• Lesbian & Gay Lawyers Association of Los Angeles

• The Williams Institute

• Tom Homann LGBT Bar Association (San Diego)

• LeGal (New York LGBT Bar Association)



WHAT OUR MEMBERS ARE SAYING...

Daniel McQueen

“Sheppard Mullin’s commitment to diversity is outstanding. As a 
firm, we want all of our attorneys to succeed.”

~  Daniel McQueen 
 Labor & Employment Partner, Los Angeles 
Co-Chair, Out At Sheppard

Candace Matson

“I am proud to be at a firm whose commitment to diversity, 
including the LGBTQ community, is so solid.”

~  Candace Matson 
 Construction and Infrastructure Partner, Los Angeles 
Co-Chair, Out At Sheppard

Robert Guite

“Sheppard Mullin’s demonstrated commitment to LGBTQ 
attorneys, through its support of pro bono and community 
organizations and through OAS, makes the firm an outstanding 
place to practice law. At Sheppard Mullin, everyone belongs.”

~  Robert Guite 
Business Trials Partner, San Francisco 
Co-Chair, Out At Sheppard



• AmLaw 100 firm founded in Los Angeles in 1927

• Approximately 780+ lawyers in 15 offices

•  Firm’s partners ranked in Best Lawyers in America, Chambers USA, Legal 500, Super Lawyers, Which Lawyer PLC, etc.

•  Ranked in 2016 as one of the “Best Places to Work” as published in the Orange County and San Diego Business Journals, 
the Chicago Daily Harold Business Ledger and Crain’s New York Business 

•  Ranked among the 2015-2017 Top Law Firms Law360 for Minority Attorneys

• 100% rating for seven consecutive years by the Human Rights Campaign Corporate Equality Index

Practice Areas 
• Antitrust and Competition 

• Corporate 

• Entertainment & Digital Media

• Finance

• Financial Restructuring & Insolvency 

• Government Contracts, Investigations & International Trade 

• Intellectual Property

• Labor & Employment 

• Litigation 

• Real Estate, Land Use, Natural Resources & Environment

• Tax, Employee Benefits & Estate Planning

If you would like to learn more about our 
attorneys and what they are up to, please visit us 
at www.sheppardmullin.com/diversity-out.html

FAST FACTS ABOUT SHEPPARD MULLIN

Industry Teams

• Advertising

• Aerospace & Defense

• Automotive

• Clean Technology

• Communications

• Construction & Infrastructure

• Energy

• Entertainment & Digital Media

• Fashion Apparel & Beauty

• Financial Institutions

• Food & Beverage

• Healthcare

• Hospitality

• Indian Tribes

• Insurance

• Life Sciences/FDA

• Maritime

• Mortgage Banking

• Non-Profit

• Privacy & Cybersecurity

• Private Equity

• Private Wealth Services

• Retail

• Securities Enforcement

• Social Media & Games

• Sports

• Storage

• Technology Transactions

Beijing | Brussels | Century City | Chicago | London | Los Angeles | New York | Orange County | Palo Alto
San Diego (Downtown) | San Diego (Del Mar) | San Francisco | Seoul | Shanghai | Washington, D.C.

www.sheppardmullin.com


