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Industry Watch

Sheppard Mullin Expands Its Land-Use Team
By Maya Meinert
Daily Journal Staff Writer

A

group of eight land-use attorneys has
left Bingham McCutchen for Sheppard
Mullin Richter & Hampton in Orange County, taking Bingham’s entire Orange County
land-use practice with them.
Geoffrey K. Willis, 46, who joined Sheppard Mullin as a partner, took his team,
which includes partner Deborah M. Rosenthal, 55, to Sheppard Mullin to capitalize on
the firm’s prominent real estate practice.
“Sheppard’s Northern California land-use
practice is similar to my own, but in Southern California, in this office, they didn’t
have land use on the transactional side,” Willis said. “They do have real estate finance,
construction, a lot of practices that we don’t
do at all, that are a nice marriage with what
we do.”
Special counsel Marguerite P. Battersby
and David R. Hunt also made the move, as
well as associates David P. Collins II, Jessica
A. Johnson, Douglas E. Wance and Gregory
E. Woodard.
The team’s practice is split into thirds,
according to Willis. The attorneys handle
land use-related litigation and water-rights
matters in the Western United States, and
compliance and entitlement work for major
retailers, shopping centers and developers.
Among the clients Willis’ group will be
taking to Sheppard Mullin are Central Basin Municipal Water District, Developers
Diversified Realty Corp., Oak Tree Financial Services, Home Depot and Allergan.
Willis said all their clients will be making
the move.
Sheppard Mullin chairman Guy Halgren
said Willis’ group filled a gap in the firm’s
land-use practice. He also pointed to the size
of the group and its water rights practice,
which would be a new addition to the firm,
as part of the attraction in bringing the attorneys over.
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Land use and natural resources attorneys with Sheppard Mullin’s Costa Mesa office are, from left, Geoffrey
Willis, Dan Bane, Peg Battersby, David Collins, Misty Calder, David R. Hunt, Douglas Wance, Greg Woodard
and Deborah M. Rosenthal.
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