
Through the SDCBA’s year-
long Lawyers Giving Back 
campaign, the SDCBA is 
challenging SDCBA members 
to dedicate at least 50 hours 
this year to volunteer service.  
SDCBA members who meet this 
challenge will be recognized 
through the SDCBA’s “Bar 
Stars” program, which will be 
launched in July. 

Bar Stars will be recognized 
in a special section of the 
website and in various SDCBA 
publications.  Look for future 
information on how to report 
your volunteer hours for the year 
to become a Bar Star in future 
issues of Bar Report.

There are still numerous 

ways to get involved in service 
this year through the SDCBA.  
Volunteers are needed for 
various community service 
and pro bono projects that 
allow you to make a profound 
impact in our community. For 
more information, visit the 
Volunteer Opportunities page 
on the SDCBA website at www.
sdcba.org/volunteer.

In addition to recognizing 
our  Bar  S ta r s  th i s  yea r, 
the SDCBA requests your 
assistance in recognizing our 
legal community’s “unsung 
heroes.”  We encourage members 
to inform us about colleagues 
who have been instrumental 
in supporting the community 

through volunteer efforts that 
should be featured in the member 
service profiles section of Bar 
Report.  If you know a local 
hero in our legal community that 
should be recognized, please 
send nominations to 
communications@sdcba.org.

In difficult times, we are often 
reminded that we can accomplish 
much more together than apart.  
We hope that the second half 
of 2009 will inspire those who 
have not yet volunteered to do 
so in some capacity.  By helping 
others, we support our community 
and understand that sometimes 
all the reward we need is the 
gift we give to others.

Conference of Local Bar 
Leaders and Reception for 
State Bar President

Leaders of local bar-related 
organizations are invited to 
attend the Conference of 
Local Bar Leaders on July 
9 at the SDCBA Bar Center.  
This evening program will be 
followed by a reception for 
President of the State Bar of 
California, Holly Fujie. Bar 
Leaders will be receiving more 
information about this event 
via email shortly.

Legal Specialist Exam 
Scheduled for August

The exam to become certified 
as a legal specialist will be 
administered August 9. The 
State Bar certifies specialists in 
11 fields of law: admiralty and 
maritime, appellate, bankruptcy, 
criminal, estate planning, 
trust and probate, family, 
franchise and distribution, 
immigration and nationality, 
legal malpractice, taxation and 
workers’ compensation law.

To obtain complete information 
and to register for the exam, go 
to CaliforniaSpecialist.org.

The registration deadline 
is June 26. The fee is $300 
for writing or $350 if using a 
laptop. The exam will be given 
at the Westin at San Francisco 
Airport and the Marriott in 
downtown Los Angeles.

Applications for U.S. 
District Court Judge Being 
Accepted

President Obama has asked 
for recommendations for the 
position of United States District 
Judge for the Southern District 
of California. Senator Barbara 
Boxer is responsible for making 
the recommendations and is 
currently accepting applications. 
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Wrap-up

State Bar Annual Meeting

This year’s State Bar Annual Meeting will be 
held in San Diego from September 10 – 13.

SDCBA Golf Tournament 
Swing into action for the SDCBA’s Annual 
Golf Tournament on October 12.

YnLD Padres Game night 

Take yourself out to the ball game on August 20.
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See Wrap Up Page16

Earlier this month the SDCBa unveiled a 12 ft. banner promoting the 2009 Lawyers Giving Back 
campaign; the banner is located at the corner of 7th avenue and a Street. For more information on the 
campaign, visit www.sdcba.org/lawyersgivingback.

Raising the Bar on Community Service

See MEMBEr BEnEFitS 
Page 7

Lawyers Giving Back Campaign Challenges 
Attorneys to Dedicate 50 Hours to Volunteerism

Structured settlement experts 
Manuel and Manny Valdez of 
Ringler Associates, the nation’s 
largest settlement annuity 
company, have become SDCBA 
Preferred Providers.  SDCBA 
Preferred Providers are carefully 
selected by the SDCBA to offer 
exclusive discounts and services 
to members of the San Diego 
County Bar Association. 

Manuel and Manny Valdez 
have been long-time sponsors of 
SDCBA events and initiatives. 
As Preferred Providers, they 
will be easily accessible to 
SDCBA members seeking 
high-level counsel on structured 
settlements. SDCBA members 
can call on them early in the 
process and take advantage of 
their skill in crafting a package 
that addresses the needs of the 
claimant within the parameters 
of the defendant’s liability and 
damage evaluation.  Whether 
it is an expert consultation, 
explaining the tax implications 
or the yield on the funding, 
Manuel and Manny Valdez 
can assist you with the specific 
needs of your case.   They 
can work with you to prepare 
structure proposals that best 
meet the needs of your clients 
and can assist in all phases of the 
negotiation process, including 
communicating directly with 
claimants and counsel when 

SDCBA 
Introduces 
Preferred 
Providers 
Manuel and 
Manny Valdez 
of Ringler 
Associates

Page  6 BAR REPORT June 24, 2009

Coast-to-Coast.  Sheppard 
Mullin has a long tradition of 
providing legal services to people 
who  could otherwise not afford 
access to legal representation.  
We have compiled an admirable 
record in providing community 
service and legal services to those 
in need across the country.  We 
believe that part of each attorney’s 
obligation to the community is to 
provide high-caliber legal services 
to people of limited means and to 
charitable and civic organizations, 
in whatever community we serve, 
whether it be in San Diego or 
Manhattan.

Wide Variety.  Each office 
receives cases from local referring 
agencies that pre-screen potential 
clients. Our attorneys have assisted 
with problems relating to education, 
immigration, political asylum, 
domestic violence, criminal matters, 
creditor-debtor relations, copyright, 
trademarks, and landlord-tenant 
relations, among many others. For 
example, an associate in our Del 
Mar office won an Outstanding 
Service Award from the Legal Aid 
Society for work on an appeal of an 

indigent’s default entry in a landlord 
tenant case.  In recent years, we 
have provided pro bono services 
outside the litigation arena, including 
counseling to non-profit developers 
of affordable housing and “micro 
businesses,” as 
well as those 
s e e k i n g  t o 
preserve historic 
landmarks.

The Pro Bono 
Committee.
Our committee 
c o n s i s t s  o f 
partners and 
associates from 
all of our offices.  
Among other 
weighty duties, 
the Committee 
is responsible 
for identifying 
and/or approving projects 
for Firm representation and 
communicating with outside 
legal pro bono and community 
service organizations.

No child left behind – Sheppard 
Mullin style!  The firm finalized 
the adoption of 63 children for 

indigent families in 2008 as part 
of Public Counsel’s Adoptions 
Project organized out of our Los 
Angeles office and with significant 
participation from our San Diego 
and Del Mar attorneys. The firm’s 

lawyers have finalized well over 
100 adoptions over the years as 
participants in this life-changing 
program.

Local Leadership.  Our lawyers 
are materially involved at the Board, 
Director, or Chair levels including 
as Past Presidents of such groups 

as the Legal Aid Society of San 
Diego and the San Diego Volunteer 
Lawyer Program; in addition, we 
are expanding our relationship with 
the Board of Casa Cornelia Law 
Center.  Many of these organizations 

have honored 
u s  w i t h 
outstanding 
service 
awards and 
we continue to 
work closely 
with them.

More than 
just  legal 
work.  The 
ABA Pro Bono 
Guidelines 
suggest that 
lawyers give 
back through 
p r o  b o n o 

activities other than legal work.  
In that regard we have had our 
lawyers serve locally as the President 
and Past Board Members of 
Project Concern International 
and on the Advisory Board of the 
Genesis International Orphanage 
Foundation.  Our attorneys also 

volunteer in literacy and education 
programs through the Children at 
Risk Committee of the SDCBA.  
Finally, a variety of Sheppard 
Mullin attorneys have co-chaired 
the Women’s Resource Fair (a 
one-day event that provides legal, 
medical, social, and other services 
to homeless and indigent women 
in San Diego) through SDVLP.

 Internal incentives.  Each year, 
the firm specially recognizes one 
or more attorneys for their pro 
bono work and donates $5,000 to 
a service agency in the recipient’s 
local legal community.  The firm 
also shares pro bono victories in its 
internal publications and circulates 
opportunities to get involved, 
through a dedicated pro bono 
coordinator.  Associates get up to 
50 annual hours of billable credit 
for their pro bono legal work.

One of the most rewarding things 
I do at Sheppard Mullin is leading 
and participating in our pro bono 
program.  Nothing is more gratifying 
than touching someone’s life in a 
positive – and often profound – 
way, without any expectation of 
payment or profit.  

Law Firms Giving Back, a pro Bono profile:  
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP
As part of the Lawyers Giving Back campaign, the SDCBA is recognizing the pro bono and community service work of members of the 
SDCBA 100% Club. Here, Bob Gerber, Chair of the firmwide Sheppard Mullin Pro Bono Committee, gives an overview of the firm’s 
pro bono work and community service efforts. 
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“One of the most rewarding things I do at Sheppard Mullin 
is leading and participating in our pro bono program.
Nothing is more gratifying than touching someone’s life 
in a positive – and often profound – way, without any 
expectation of payment or profit.”  

 - Bob Gerber, Chair of the firmwide Pro Bono Committee

The San Diego County Bar Association’s 100 PERCENT CLUB is a special category of 
membership that indicates an outstanding  commitment to the work done through SDCBA 
programs and  services in the legal profession and the community. These firms (five or more 
lawyers) are members of the 100 PERCENT CLUB for 2009, having 100 percent of their lawyers 
as members of the SDCBA. 100 Percent club 2009

ADR Services, Inc.
Asaro, Keagy, Freeland & McKinley LLP
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo
Austin, Brownwood & Cannon
Baker & McKenzie LLP
Balestreri, Pendleton & Potocki
Basie & Fritz
Beamer, Lauth, Steinley & Bond, LLP
Belsky & Associates
Best Best & Krieger LLP
BioMed Realty Trust, Inc
Blackmar, Principe & Schmelter APC
Blanchard, Krasner & French
Bonnie R. Moss & Associates
Borton Petrini  LLP
Branton & Wilson, APC
Brierton, Jones & Jones LLP
Brown Law Group
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, LLP
Butz Dunn & Desantis
Campbell, Volk & Lauter
Catalyst Law Group
Caufield & James LLP
Circuit, McKellogg, Kinney & Rose LLP
Cohelan Khoury & Singer
Coughlan, Semmer & Lipman, LLP
Cozen O’Connor
Cricket Communications Inc.
District Attorney’s Office
Dostart Clapp Gordon & Coveney, LLP

Duckor Spradling Metzger & Wynne
Dunne & Dunne, LLP
English & Gloven APC
Epsten Grinnell & Howell, APC
Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost, LLP
Farmer Case & Fedor
Ferrette, Alcorn, Pharies & Dorgan, ALC
Ferris & Britton, APC
Fitch Even Tabin & Flannery
Foster Walsh LLP
Fox Johns Lazar Pekin & Wexler
Fredrickson, Mazeika & Grant LLP
Garcia, Calderón & Ruíz, LLP
Gatzke Dillon & Ballance LLP
Goldman, Magdalin & Krikes, LLP
Greenman, Lacy, Klein, O’Harra & Heffron
Grimm, Vranjes, McCormick & Graham LLP
Guevara, Phippard & James P.C.
Hecht Solberg Robinson Goldberg & Bagley LLP
Henderson, Caverly, Pum & Charney LLP
Hiden, Rott & Oertle, LLP
Higgs Fletcher & Mack LLP
Hooper, Lundy & Bookman
Horton, Oberrcht, Kirkpatrick & Martha, APC
Hughes & Nunn, LLP
Hulett Harper Stewart LLP
James A. Hennenhoefer, APC
Judkins, Glatt & Hulme LLP
Kennedy & Souza, APC
Kimball, Tirey & St. John LLP

Kirby & McGuinn APC
Kirby Noonan Lance & Hoge LLP
Klinedinst PC
Kolodny & Pressman, LLP
La Bella & McNamara, LLP
Law Office of Beatrice L. Snider, APC
Littler Mendelson PC
Lorber, Greenfield & Polito, LLP
Luce, Forward, Hamilton & Scripps LLP
Marks, Golia & Finch, LLP
Maxie Rheinheimer Stephens & Vrevich LLP
McDougal Love Eckis Smith Boehmer Foley Lough
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP
Miller, Monson, Peshel, Polacek & Hoshaw
Moore, Lewis, Schulman & Moore, APC
Morris Polich & Purdy LLP  
Morris, Sullivan & Lemkul LLP
Mulvaney, Kahan & Barry LLP
Musick, Peeler & Garrett LLP
Neil, Dymott, Frank, McFall & Trexler APLC
Nicholas & Butler, LLP
Oliva & Associates 
Prairie Schwartz Heidel, LLP
Paul, Plevin, Sullivan & Connaughton, LLP
Peterson & Price, APC
Pettit Kohn Ingrassia & Lutz
Preovolos & Associates
Private Dispute Resolution
Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves & Savitch LLP
Riedl, McCloskey & Waring LLP

Robertson Clark, LLP
Rosner and Mansfield, LLP
Ryan Mercaldo & Worthington LLP
Sandler, Lasry, Laube, Byer & Valdez LLP
Schwartz Semerdjian Haile Ballard & Cauley LLP
Seltzer Caplan McMahon & Vitek
Shea Stokes Roberts & Wagner, ALC
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP
Shifflet, Kane & Konoske
Siegel, Moreno & Stettler, APC
Simpson Delmore Greene LLP
Solomon Minton Cardinal LLP
Solomon, Grindle, Silverman & Spinella APC
Sparber Rudolph Annen APLC
Stutz Artiano Shinoff & Holtz A.P.C.
Sullivan Hill Lewin Rez & Engel
Summers & Shives, A.P.C.
The Gomez Law Firm
The Watkins Firm, APC
Thorsnes Bartolotta & McGuire
Tosdal, Smith, Steiner & Wax
Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP
White, Oliver & Amundson, APC
Wilson Petty Kosmo & Turner LLP
Winet, Patrick & Weaver
Wingert Grebing Brubaker & Goodwin LLP
Winton Larson & Solecki, LLP
Wolfenzon Schulman & Ryan
Wright & L’Estrange
Yelman & Associates


