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Zachary M. Norris is an associate in the Real Estate, Energy, Land Use & Environmental Practice Group in the
Los Angeles office.

Areas of Practice

With over a decade of experience, Zack is an emerging leader in the field of environmental law. He leverages his
transactional, regulatory, administrative and litigation experience to resolve complex environmental disputes
and achieve his client’s objectives. While his practice focuses primarily on renewable energy, carbon markets,
and the remediation of contaminated properties and groundwater, Zack also has significant experience in
regulatory compliance counseling, real estate portfolio transactions, and land use litigation.

Zack represents renewable energy project developers, investors, and lenders in the development and acquisition
of wind, solar, geothermal and renewable natural gas projects. He also represents entities involved in carbon
markets, including California’s landmark cap-and-trade program, in regulatory compliance and offset project
development and management activities. Zack successfully defended a major trade association in a lawsuit
filed by the Trump Administration seeking to sever the linkage between California’s cap-and-trade program to
that of Québec and has guided private and governmental entities through the administrative requirements of
California’s regulations regarding electrification of fleet vehicles.

Zack also works on matters involving remediation of contaminated properties under the federal Superfund law
and its state equivalents. He works on behalf of stakeholders including responsible parties, project developers,
municipalities, and community groups in prosecuting and defending claims as well as in alternative dispute
resolution proceedings. Zack has negotiated dozens of indemnification, access, and remediation agreements to
assist in the cleanup of contaminated properties, and has advised municipalities and development companies
regarding redevelopment of contaminated properties.

Zack’s litigation experience includes successfully prosecuting and defending claims on behalf of corporate,
municipal and individual clients in both state and federal courts, including the U.S. District Court for the Central
and Northern Districts of California, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, California's Court of Appeal and
the Supreme Court of California. Zack has secured orders in his clients’ favor on several motions in state and
federal trial courts, including temporary restraining orders, preliminary injunctions, summary judgment motions,
demurrers, and motions to dismiss. He has prevailed in high-profile trials and also has a substantial appellate
practice, having been the primary author on numerous appellate briefs.
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Prior to joining Sheppard Mullin, Zack worked for the Oregon Department of Justice, Natural Resources Section,
on land use and planning under Oregon's Measure 37, a comprehensive stream adjudication for the Klamath
River Basin, and timber harvesting on public lands. He also interned at the Federal Public Defender for the
District of Oregon, assisting with trial preparation for federal criminal and terrorism cases.

Before law school, Zack was a Teach For America Corps Member, teaching high school biology in Baltimore,
Maryland. He also co-founded Youth Organizing Urban Revitalization Systems (YOURS), a 501(c)(3) micro-
enterprise initiative in Baltimore.

Honors
Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch, Best Lawyers, 2023

Articles
Real Estate, Land Use & Environmental Law Blog Posts 

■ "US EPA’s COVID-19 Interim Guidance on Site Field Work Decisions," April 15, 2020

■ "U.S. EPA’s Temporary COVID-19 Enforcement Discretion Policy," March 30, 2020

Events
Cannabis Webinar Wednesday - Environmental Concerns
Webinar, 05.20.2020
 

POSTPONED: Cannabis Webinar Wednesday - Environmental Concerns
03.18.2020
 

Podcasts & Webinars
Cannabis Webinar Wednesday - Environmental Concerns
05.20.2020
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Industries
Energy, Infrastructure and Project Finance

Cannabis

Education
J.D., Lewis and Clark Law School, 2009, cum laude, Moot Court Honors Board, 2-time semi-finalist, Animal Law
Moot Court Competition at Harvard Law School

B.S., Texas Christian University, 2000,  magna cum laude 

Admissions
California

Zachary Norris


